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The world of Codes

3-Structure of the Codes

As we have seen previously, on the magnetic strip a sequence of “magnetic signs” is 

physically visible, which, translated thanks to a computer software, return the so-called internal 

codes.

The internal code, as it is widespread among collectors, is composed of 6 different numbers:

1. CLASS

2. ISSUE

3. SERIES or IDENTIFIER

4. PROGRESSIVE

5. BIT VALUE WEIGHT

6. VALUE (expressed in EQUIVALENT TOKENS)

The first four represent the "identity card" of the card and uniquely identify it in a time interval of 

about two years. The last two codes ("value bit weight" and "value") indicate the residual value 

present on the card, expressed in quantity of 200 Lire shots available for making calls.

The use of the "equivalent token" unit of measurement may seem strange, but it has a historical 

origin. In fact, as is well known, telephone cards were created to replace the old and 

uncomfortable telephone tokens with a value of 200 Lire and SIP considered it appropriate to 

continue to use the same unit of measurement for the new magnetic stripe technology.

Going into more detail of the structure of the internal codes, it can be stated that the 

combination of the "class" code and the "issue" code represents the period of issue of the lot of 

the card. The "series" code (or "identification") indicates the production lot, while the 

"progressive" code identifies the single card within a lot.
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When previously mentioned "cards with consecutive code", we were talking about cards with the 

first 3 identical codes, in which only the "progressive" code varies.

In the following chapters the concepts expressed so far will be easier to understand, also 

thanks to the examples shown.
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Indemnify

Everything you will find in this document (photos, information, graphics, news, etc) is published for the sole 

purpose of information of collector interest, obtained on the basis of personal deductions and studies, sometimes 

inspired by information found verbally. None of the information contained in this document was found in violation 

of the laws in force or through the use of tools that are not permitted or restricted. No responsibility is assumed in 

relation to both the content and the use that third parties may make of it.

No content has an official nature nor is it confirmed by telephone companies or any other company / company / 

body / person named directly or indirectly within this document.

Gianfranco Marchese, Stefano Rossi and the Schetetelefoniche.org site, and all those involved in the drafting of 

this document, will not assume any responsibility deriving from incorrect use of what is written on it, including, by 

way of example and not exhaustive:

- materials contents in sites / documents of third parties reachable / reachable

directly / indirectly from indications / links contained in this document;

- errors, inaccuracies and omissions which, however, are always possible. Therefore, we decline any 

responsibility for errors, inaccuracies and omissions that may be present on the site;

Therefore, the writers will not be required under any circumstances, for any reason whatsoever, to answer for 

damages, losses, damage to goods including data, or other economic or commercial losses, prejudices of any 

kind that third parties may suffer due to the contact made. with this document, or following the use of what is 

published therein, even if informed of the possibility of such damage, or if such damage is foreseeable.

This document does not constitute a newspaper; However, it is not periodic and is updated according to the 

availability and the availability of the materials (of the provisions, articles and materials contained therein). 

Therefore, it cannot be considered in any way an editorial product pursuant to Law no. 62 of

7.03.2001.
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