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The world of Codes

7-Logic of issue

The purpose of this chapter is to try to identify any sequential and / or temporal logics of the 

internal codes of the SIP-Telecom cards. In order to obtain a data archive as reliable as possible, 

over 15,000 telephone cards were analyzed, starting from the very first "Urmet white and red", up 

to the latest issued, still valid.

As described above, the codes of the telephone cards consist of the sequence of 4 numbers: 

Class, Issue, Identification and Progressive (eg 01/03/124/10345). To identify the correct issue 

sequence, it is sufficient to focus on the combination of Class and Issue.

We remind you that the Class code (“A” code) can assume values   from 00 to

15, while the Issue code can vary from 01 to 16.

In order to clarify the discussion, the following is an extract of the cards with 

expiration 31/12/12.
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For the purpose of analyzing the sequence of emissions, the data extracted from the table are the 

following Class + Emission pairs (first two columns of the adjacent table), i.e .:

01/07

The Identification and Progressive codes (third and fourth column) have therefore been omitted, as 

they are not useful for the purposes of this study.

The analysis was extended to all maturities up to the very last issues and the data were reported 

in a table showing the maturity date on the vertical axis and the combination of

Class / Issue.

The table relating to Class 01 is shown as an example.
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The CLASS 01 column is divided into a further 16 columns, numbered from 01 to 16: these 

represent the Emissions relating to Class 01.

The green square indicates the presence of cards having the Class + Issue combination 

falling in the specific column, as the expiry date changes.

Let's see some examples to better explain the concept.

• For cards with expiration 31/12/89 there are codes 01/01, 01/02 and 01/03.

• For cards with expiry 30/06/92 there are codes 01/05, 01/06, 01/07 and 01/08.

And so on.

By analyzing the graph more carefully, it can be seen that the arrangement of the Class / Issue 

combinations is by no means random.

The green squares are arranged according to a diagonal that proceeds from left to right, the 

result of a very precise logic in preparing the emissions. Not wanting to dwell now on any 

hypotheses regarding this "logic", it is possible to continue with other considerations based on 

the simple observation of the graph.

•
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Leaving aside the year 1986, it is possible to see how each Class + Issue combination is used 

for a maximum of 3/4 maturities. For example, the combination 01/01 was found in the deadlines 

87, 88, 12/89 and 06/90. The 01/02 combination comes into play on cards with a later deadline 

than 01/01 and we find it in the deadlines 88, 12/89, 06/90 and 12/90. The combination 01/03 

appears on cards with a later deadline than 01/02 and we find it in the cards with maturity 12/89, 

06/90, 12/90. And so on, it is possible to continue in a more or less predictable manner according 

to this reasoning for all other issues.

Extending this graph to all available emissions, here's what we get:

The graph, obtained from the analysis of over 15,000 telephone cards, shows an orderly 

arrangement of the internal codes, according to the expiration date. In fact, there is a regular 

diagonal arrangement. These considerations allow us to reach an important conclusion: it is 

possible to associate a specific internal code to an expiration period of the card.

The data shown in the graph are obtained on a sample (albeit abundant) of telephone cards. 

This means that there is the possibility of finding combinations not found in our tests so far. 

However, we believe that the possible codes not yet traced are placed in the immediate vicinity 

of the codes that we have already identified. For example, the cards with expiry 06/92, found so 

far with codes 01/05, 01/06, 01/07, 01/08, could have codes with 01/04 or 01/09 combination, or 

combinations close to those already found . It is possible to state with a good degree of certainty 

that cards with expiry 06/92 will never have combinations, for example, 03/12, 05/05, 03/14, and 

so on.

In addition to the 15,000 cards covered by the aforementioned study, a further sample of 

telephone card prototypes was analyzed.
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An important result emerged from the analysis of these cards: for tests and trials, Urmet used 5 

families of codes, each specific to a cut.

Let's see them in detail:

• 01/01/024 / xxxxx ↔ 1,000 Lire cards

• 01/05/248 / xxxxx ↔ 2.000 Lire cards and Tribute cards

• 01/01/024 / xxxxx ↔ 5,000 Lire cards

• 01/01/061 / xxxxx ↔ 10,000 Lire cards

• 01/06/003 / xxxxx ↔ cards of 15,000 Lire

The combination of the code family and the face value of the card remains unchanged over the 

years. For example, prototypes of 5,000 Lire from 1989 and 1998 both show 01/01/024 / xxxxx.

It is therefore reasonable to think that SIP, in collaboration with Urmet, had dedicated these 5 

particular codes to internal tests and magnetization tests of the cards and not to telephone 

cards intended for the public.

These codes, however, are found on large quantities of cards that were to be intended for the 

public. In light of the previous analysis, in our opinion their presence on non-prototype boards is 

a symptom of not goodness of the board itself.

Let's go in order. Let's imagine that the prototype code boards were actually created and 

sold for normal use and put them in our chart.
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These codes (highlighted in red for convenience) do not follow the logic found for all the 

other boards!

The same Class / Issue combination is repeated for all maturities, contrary to the logic 

found in the sample of

15,000 cards used. Logically, the cards with prototype codes therefore appear different and not 

comparable to the cards of actual use. How to answer the question about the validity or 

otherwise of apparently normal boards but instead equipped with prototype codes?

We have reasonable elements to assume that these cards:

1) They were not made to be sold in normal sales channels. Therefore it would be a 

question of cards not born to telephone;

2) These are cards in excess of production, left demagnetized and unsold and therefore 

destined for pulping, but which somehow escaped from the warehouses and magnetized 

subsequently.

Clearly, this magnetization was not aimed at enabling the card to make phone calls, as the 

telephone booth would have recognized its irregular code, but to be passed off as a regular card 

in the field of collectors, whose value however is one tenth of the normal ones. This thesis is 

particularly widespread among various collectors and experts in the sector.

A further curiosity concerns the residual credit found on the cards we analyzed. The vast majority 

of cards with prototype codes have full residual credit. This means that these cards, most likely, 

could not be used in the cabin, since the same would not have allowed their use and would not 

have reduced the credit, as is the case with the normal use of a valid card. The presence of 

some (actually very few) cards with prototype codes with zero residual credit is still a mystery. It 

is possible that these cards were used in the Urmet laboratories for internal tests.
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Indemnify

Everything you will find in this document (photos, information, graphics, news, etc) is published for the sole 

purpose of information of collector interest, obtained on the basis of personal deductions and studies, sometimes 

inspired by information found verbally. None of the information contained in this document was found in violation 

of the laws in force or through the use of tools that are not permitted or restricted. No responsibility is assumed in 

relation to both the content and the use that third parties may make of it.

No content has an official nature nor is it confirmed by telephone companies or any other company / company / 

body / person named directly or indirectly within this document.

Gianfranco Marchese, Stefano Rossi and the Schetetelefoniche.org site, and all those involved in the drafting of 

this document, will not assume any responsibility deriving from incorrect use of what is written on it, including, by 

way of example and not exhaustive:

- materials contents in sites / documents of third parties reachable / reachable

directly / indirectly from indications / links contained in this document;

- errors, inaccuracies and omissions which, however, are always possible. Therefore, we decline any 

responsibility for errors, inaccuracies and omissions that may be present on the site;

Therefore, the writers will not be required under any circumstances, for any reason whatsoever, to answer for 

damages, losses, damage to goods including data, or other economic or commercial losses, prejudices of any 

kind that third parties may suffer due to the contact made. with this document, or following the use of what is 

published therein, even if informed of the possibility of such damage, or if such damage is foreseeable.

This document does not constitute a newspaper; However, it is not periodic and is updated according to the 

availability and the availability of the materials (of the provisions, articles and materials contained therein). 

Therefore, it cannot be considered in any way an editorial product pursuant to Law no. 62 of

7.03.2001.
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