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As promised, the column starts today " SchedeLeaks ", column that deals in depth with the 

various aspects related to the magnetization of Italian telephone cards.

Below we offer a brief introduction to the various topics covered, one per week (indicatively), the 

result of the studies of Gianfranco and mine (Stefano).

MAGNETIC BAND TECHNOLOGY

1976: this is the year in which for the first time in the world, after years of preliminary studies, the 

prepaid telephone card appears on the market.

The telephone card was born in Italy from the collaboration between the Italian Society for 

Telephone Operation SIP and a company specialized in the production of automatic vending 

machines, SIDA of Montichiari (BS).

The success was immediate: the uncomfortable and heavy token was quickly replaced by the 

light telephone card, a thin rectangle of cardboard (and later of PVC) with a magnetic strip on 

which the remaining value available to call is stamped. This is a real revolution for Italians, which 

in the following years will change the way of communicating for entire generations.

In these first pages we will talk about the history of the telephone card, with particular attention to 

the technologies of the SIDA and Urmet magnetic stripe.
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TYPES OF CONDITION OF MAGNETISM

There are telephone cards in very different conditions on the collector's market. As mentioned, in 

addition to the aesthetic conditions, before proceeding to purchase a phone card, it is important to 

know the condition of magnetism.

In this chapter we will describe the various types of conditions in which magnetism can be found, 

paying attention to how to recognize the differences. We will also mention the value of a 

demagnetized card or one with non-compliant magnetism compared to the original magnetized 

one.

MAGNETIZATION CONTROL TOOLS

To be perfectly collectable, a phone card must be in good aesthetic condition and must have 

original magnetism, thanks to which it could be used for the purpose for which it was produced: to 

telephone. Demagnetized or reloaded cards should not be thrown away, of course, but their value 

is lower and it is therefore important to be informed on the subject.

In the previous chapter we mentioned the different types of conditions of magnetism that can be 

found on a card; in this chapter we will describe the various magnetization control instruments for 

collecting purposes, paying attention to their advantages and disadvantages: the iron filings, the 

magnetic lens, the internal code reader and, obviously ... L'Ettorino.
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INTERNAL CODES

After a series of chapters in which we have tried to clarify the fundamental characteristics of the 

magnetization of telephone cards, let's now move on to the last chapter, the most innovative and 

most technical of the entire column: we will therefore speak at length about the so-called "internal 

codes" of magnetization.

Given the technical language used and the importance of the topics covered, we decided to divide 

this chapter into several paragraphs, in order to clarify any doubts relating to the previous 

paragraph before introducing new concepts.

Below you can find the list of topics that will be covered.

Use of internal codes in SIP

Collecting importance of internal codes Structure of the 

codes

Possible values   for internal codes Examples 

of internal codes

Difference between A-coding and B-coding 

Emission logic

Logic for issuing free Urmet white / red cards

Analysis of a “box” Curiosities, 

various and possible

In the hope of being able to continue to obtain better and better results from our studies, we do 

not believe we have to consider the previous list exhausted, whose purpose is only to introduce 

most of the topics that we will deal with in the next chapters.

Follow us in the next publications !!!
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Indemnify

Everything you will find in this document (photos, information, graphics, news, etc) is published for the sole 

purpose of information of collector interest, obtained on the basis of personal deductions and studies, sometimes 

inspired by information found verbally. None of the information contained in this document was found in violation 

of the laws in force or through the use of tools that are not permitted or restricted. No responsibility is assumed in 

relation to both the content and the use that third parties may make of it.

No content has an official nature nor is it confirmed by telephone companies or any other company / company / 

body / person named directly or indirectly within this document.

Gianfranco Marchese, Stefano Rossi and the Schetetelefoniche.org site, and all those involved in the drafting of 

this document, will not assume any responsibility deriving from incorrect use of what is written on it, including, by 

way of example and not exhaustive:

- materials contents in sites / documents

directly / indirectly from indications / links contained in this document;

- errors, inaccuracies and omissions which, however, are always possible. Therefore, we decline any 

responsibility for errors, inaccuracies and omissions that may be present on the site;

of third parties reachable / reachable

Therefore, the writers will not be required under any circumstances, for any reason whatsoever, to answer for 

damages, losses, damage to goods including data, or other economic or commercial losses, prejudices of any 

kind that third parties may suffer due to the contact made. with this document, or following the use of what is 

published therein, even if informed of the possibility of such damage, or if such damage is foreseeable.

This document does not constitute a newspaper; However, it is not periodic and is updated according to the 

availability and the availability of the materials (of the provisions, articles and materials contained therein). 

Therefore, it cannot be considered in any way an editorial product pursuant to Law no. 62 of

7.03.2001.
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