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1.0 - Introduction

1976: this is the year in which for the first time in the world, after years of preliminary studies, the 

prepaid telephone card appears on the market.

The idea of   the prepaid telephone card was born in Italy from the collaboration between the 

Italian Society for Telephone Operations SIP and a company specialized in the production of 

automatic vending machines, SIDA of Montichiari (BS).

After the laboratory tests in SIDA in the years 1974/75, the first field trials were started in 1976 at 

the Galoppatoio di Villa Borghese in Rome and at the Guglielmo Reiss Romoli high school in 

L'Aquila, obtaining encouraging results.

This is a revolution: for the first time in the world, the user buys a service for a value of 2000, 

5000 or 9000 Lire, which he will use to make calls when and where he wants.

Success was immediate: the awkward and heavy token was quickly replaced by the light 

telephone card, a thin rectangle of cardboard (and, later, of PVC) with a magnetic strip on which 

the remaining value available for calling is stamped. This is a real revolution for Italians, which in 

the following years will change the way of communicating for entire generations.

SIP, with the introduction of the prepaid card, obtains an enormous advantage: it limits the theft of 

tokens / coins and the consequent damage to telephone booths. The user, on the other hand, has 

the possibility to call for several minutes without being afraid of running out of heavy tokens.
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The technology is revolutionary: on a simple rectangular cardboard support a magnetic strip is 

applied in the middle of the paper, parallel to the short top of the same. The magnetic band is 

made up of a layer of PVC and many magnetic particles of resin, on which the data that are 

thermally impressed can be stored, by applying a magnetic field near the band.

In the next chapters we will retrace the main technological changes that have led the telephone 

card to be an indispensable object for entire generations of Italians.
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Indemnify

Everything you will find in this document (photos, information, graphics, news, etc) is published for the sole 

purpose of information of collector interest, obtained on the basis of personal deductions and studies, sometimes 

inspired by information found verbally. None of the information contained in this document was found in violation 

of the laws in force or through the use of tools that are not permitted or restricted. No responsibility is assumed in 

relation to both the content and the use that third parties may make of it.

No content has an official nature nor is it confirmed by telephone companies or any other company / company / 

body / person named directly or indirectly within this document.

Gianfranco Marchese, Stefano Rossi and the Schetetelefoniche.org site, and all those involved in the drafting of 

this document, will not assume any responsibility deriving from incorrect use of what is written on it, including, by 

way of example and not exhaustive:

- materials contents in sites / documents

directly / indirectly from indications / links contained in this document;

- errors, inaccuracies and omissions which, however, are always possible. Therefore, we decline any 

responsibility for errors, inaccuracies and omissions that may be present on the site;

of third parties reachable / reachable

Therefore, the writers will not be required under any circumstances, for any reason whatsoever, to answer for 

damages, losses, damage to goods including data, or other economic or commercial losses, prejudices of any 

kind that third parties may suffer due to the contact made. with this document, or following the use of what is 

published therein, even if informed of the possibility of such damage, or if such damage is foreseeable.

This document does not constitute a newspaper; However, it is not periodic and is updated according to the 

availability and the availability of the materials (of the provisions, articles and materials contained therein). 

Therefore, it cannot be considered in any way an editorial product pursuant to Law no. 62 of

7.03.2001.
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